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MARS Trust Covid-19 Response Update: November 2020 

 

MARS is passionate about young people and relationship skills. We exist to work with 

secondary school students to explore, adopt and practise ways of building happy, long 

lasting relationships. Our volunteers love going into schools and helping individuals speak 

about what is important to them as they make choices about how to make and keep good 

friendships. So, Covid-19 and the pandemic has hit the way we work extremely hard. All 

contact with students and schools for workshops was lost in March, and with the return to 

education in September and continuing Covid-19 restrictions, it would appear that our 

volunteers will not be able to sit with students for the time being. 

What could MARS do to reach students? 

The team decided to transfer the workshops to a distance learning, e-learning, format as 

schools were doing the same with their lessons. We needed to transcribe the learning into 

engaging script and voice over and change the activities to what could be done by a student 

alone or with a family member. We kept the video clips that illustrate the topics. The work 

was done by an educationalist, Denise Horton, and we were able to raise funds for this from 

the Charities Aid Foundation and Talbot Village Trust. Denise took the opportunity to expand 

some of the topics and resource additional material links for those who are interested in 

further learning.  

The IT side of the project then took over a substantial task to make the workshops accessible 

to students via their school platform. Schools were overwhelmed by all they needed to do, 

and only 1 workshop was launched prior to the summer holidays. 

This term 5 of our 8 schools to date have asked for either a class sized workshop with 2 

MARS personnel, or for the distance learning materials for their own staff to present in tutor 

groups. The Trustees see this as fitting with charitable objects and we are pursuing 

delivering our materials as our schools’ request.  

Our 6th form programme, ‘Connect2Thrive’ is ready to start when the time is right for schools. 

We have received specific funding for this project from Aviva Community Crowdfunding with 

a matched input from Dorset Council.  

MARS ‘Next Generation’ and ‘Connect2Thrive’, and the 2020-21 Academic Year  

MARS Trustees and Operations Director have thought about how our materials can be 

adapted to engage students as we have lost the person to person contact of volunteers. We 

have explored the experience of trainers, other charities in a similar situation or who have 

run training in other ways, and the evidence base in education. We have decided to look at 

using the arts to improve the education experience.  

We propose to gradually move to scenario based learning, replacing some of our 

commercial videos used as illustrations. The scenarios would be initiated by young people 

and developed by actors before video recording. This allows realistic situations to be 
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explored by students as a ‘text in motion’ with characters they can identify with. Any 

discussion would develop around the character in the scenario as a third person rather than 

revealing anything personal but is a great way of engaging students’ emotions and thought.  

We have received funding from HM Government’s Coronavirus Community Support Fund 

administered by The National Lottery Community Fund to support this work and therefore 

we are now working towards getting this exciting project off the ground. We have employed 

a theatre company who together with MARS staff and a group of young people will envision, 

develop and create scenarios in line with our aims and objectives, which will be filmed for 

use in future New Generation MARS presentations. We anticipate that Communication and 

Conflict Management videos will be completed during the spring 2021, and subject to further 

funding the videos for our other workshops will be finalised by the end of the summer. 

Our volunteers have been very instrumental to the success of workshops in the past and 

once the pandemic is over and the restrictions on visiting schools have been lifted we look 

forward to welcoming them back to join us in helping young people to thrive in the ever-

changing complex world of relationships. 

 

MARS Crisis Team has completed the required Covid-19 health and Safety Risk 

Assessment. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

The MARS Team 

 

 

 

                                   

 

 

  
 

                

 


